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“As a first-generation, undocumented college student, I had to figure 
things out on my own. I was afraid to speak about my status in high 

school so when applying for college, I was on my own. My status made it 
more difficult to navigate through higher education. Towards the end of 
my senior year, I did not know where I was going, but I knew that I was 

not going to let my status stop me from achieving my goals. That is 
when I decided to attend Cal State Sacramento."

Miriam Arellano, CSU Sacramento



Background On DACA:

- Policy announced by the Department of Homeland Security on June 
15, 2012

- Eligible children and young adults could've applied starting August 
2012

- Benefits given to those eligible were:
- Work permit (SSN)
- 2 year permission to stay in the U.S. and closure from any deportation case

- In CA, according to the Migration Policy Institute:
- Between 2012 and 2017: 242,339 people received DACA
- Nationwide: 800,000

https://www.uscis.gov/archive/consideration-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-daca

https://www.uscis.gov/archive/consideration-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-daca


Who qualifies for DACA?

❏ Did you arrive to the U.S. before the age of 16?
❏ Have you continuously lived in the U.S. since June 15, 2007?
❏ Are you currently in school, have completed high school (or GED) or 

have been honorably discharged from the U.S. Armed Forces or 
Coast Guard?

❏ Were you younger than 31 on June 15, 2012?
❏ Have you never been convicted of a felony, 3 or more minor 

misdemeanors, and/or pose a threat to the national security or public 
safety? 

https://www.uscis.gov/archive/consideration-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-daca

https://www.uscis.gov/archive/consideration-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-daca


Documents Needed:

- Proof of Identity: 
- Birth certificate with photo identification
- Passport or national identity document from your country of origin.
- School or military ID with photo
- Any U.S. government immigration or other document with your name and photo

- Proof of your student status at the time of requesting DACA:
- Official records (transcripts, report cards, etc) from the school that you are 

currently attending in the U.S.
- U.S. high school diploma or certificate of completion
- U.S. GED certificate

- Proof you continuously resided in U.S. since June 15, 2007
- School records (letters, report cards, etc)



Important Information/Tips:

- Renew your DACA within 120 days of your expiration date 

- Make sure the forms (I-821D, I-765, I-765WS) are all up to date and are not expired.

- When renewing, do not submit additional documents, unless they involve removal proceedings 

or criminal history that have not already been submitted.

- Look for free legal services! (many colleges and lawyers offer free legal services)

- Financial Aid: FAFSA and CA DREAM Act!



California Dream Act 



“As a first-generation, undocumented college student, I had to figure 
things out on my own. I was afraid to speak about my status in high 

school so when applying for college, I was on my own. My status made it 
more difficult to navigate through higher education. Towards the end of 
my senior year, I did not know where I was going, but I knew that I was 

not going to let my status stop me from achieving my goals. That is 
when I decided to attend Cal State Sacramento."

Miriam Arellano, CSU Sacramento



What is the CA DREAM Act?

The California Dream Act allows undocumented and nonresident students (U.S. 
Citizens and eligible non-citizens) who qualify for a non-resident exemption under 
Assembly Bill 540 (AB 540) to receive certain types of financial aid such as:

● Private scholarships funded through public universities,
● State university grants
● California College Promise Grant
●  Cal Grants

In addition, the California Dream Act, allows eligible students to pay in-state tuition 
at any public college in California. 

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/california_dream_act_faq.pdf

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/california_dream_act_faq.pdf


Who can apply?

You are eligible to complete the CADAA at https://dream.csac.ca.gov if you are:

• Undocumented

• Have a valid or expired DACA 

• U Visa holders

• Have Temporary Protected Status (TPS)

• Meet the non-resident exemption requirements under AB 540

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/california_dream_act_faq.pdf

https://dream.csac.ca.gov
https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/california_dream_act_faq.pdf


What are the non-resident exemption requirements 
under AB 540?

Students must meet all four (4) requirements to be eligible: 

1. Time and coursework requirements 
Attendance for three full-time years or the equivalent at any combination of the following: 

● California high school 
● California adult school (including non-credit courses offered by a California community 

college)
● California community college (maximum of two years of credit courses can count toward 

this requirement) 
● OR: Three years of California high school credits, along with three years of total 

attendance at a California elementary school, California secondary school, or any 
combination of the two.

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/california_dream_act_faq.pdf

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/california_dream_act_faq.pdf


What are the non-resident exemption requirements 
under AB 540?
2. Degree or transfer requirements (completion of either of the following):

• Graduation from a CA high school or the equivalent (GED, HiSET, TASC, 
CHSPE)
• Associate degree from a California Community College
• Minimum requirements to transfer from a California Community College to a 
UC or CSU campus

3. Register or enroll in an accredited and qualifying California college or 
university
For a list of Cal Grant eligible schools, please visit:
https://webutil.csac.ca.gov/CalGrant_Inst/CalGrantInstSearch.aspx

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/california_dream_act_faq.pdf

https://webutil.csac.ca.gov/CalGrant_Inst/CalGrantInstSearch.aspx
https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/california_dream_act_faq.pdf


What are the non-resident exemption requirements 
under AB 540?
4. Submit a signed “Non-Resident Exemption” Request

Some schools will refer to this document as an “AB 540 affidavit.” This form states that you
meet all the requirements to qualify for a non-resident exemption under AB 540 and, if you 
are undocumented, that you are in the process of legalizing your immigration status (or will 
do so as soon as you are eligible to do so).

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/california_dream_act_faq.pdf

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/california_dream_act_faq.pdf


What is a T or U Visa 

 “U” Visa:  provides eligible crime victims with legal status to temporarily 
remain in the U.S. while assisting law enforcement. U Visa holders should file the 
CADAA.

“T” Visa:  set aside for those who are or have been victims of human trafficking 
and allows victims to remain in the United States to assist in an investigation or 
prosecution of human trafficking.  T Visa holders should file the FAFSA. 

Education Bill AB 1899 allows “T” and “U” Visa holders to be eligible to apply 
for, and participate in, all student financial aid programs and scholarships 

administered by a public postsecondary educational institution or the State of 
California. 

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/california_dream_act_faq.pdf

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/california_dream_act_faq.pdf


How to apply for the CADAA?

● The online and paper application for the next academic year will be available 
October 1st. For faster processing time, the CSAC recommends completing 
your application online.

● The application closes March 2nd
● Application:  https://dream.csac.ca.gov 

https://dream.csac.ca.gov


Selective Service

● Males between 18-25 must register for the selective 
service (regardless of immigration status)

● Do not need an SSN to register
● Mail a paper registration form



UC and CSU Schools



Central Valley Nonprofit Resources





Thank You!


